July 21st, 2002
Hi Gavin

Back to the regular printed letter again after the trip to Singapore. Left HK last Sunday afternoon and returned on Thursday afternoon. So the trip lasted 4 days. On the way down, I sent a postcard to you courtesy of Singapore Airlines. Let me know if you get it – I am not sure if airlines always post the cards they are given! I was going to write again on the way back to HK but decided to leave the writing until today.

The Singapore visit was OK – not brilliant but not bad! I arrived at about 5:30 p.m. and took a taxi to the hotel. Their underground railway system now goes to the airport so if the publisher was not paying for everything, I would probably take that now that they have stopped nearly all the airport buses. The hotel was not one of the best. The first room I got was terrible. As soon as I entered it, the noise was almost overwhelming. It came from the rooftop fans of an air-conditioning system on a building only about 30 feet away – and not all the fans were in operation! So I asked for and got another (non-smoking) room which overlooked the hotel pool. It was quieter – except that the room was connected to the next by a thin wooden door which allowed all sounds to go through. And for 2 of the 4 nights I was there the neighbours were noisy. On the first night they started talking and watching TV about 3 a.m. and continued until about 6 a.m. Even cotton wool in my ears did not help much. Anyway, on the first evening, I went to one of the restaurants in the hotel for dinner, and several hours into the night had bad diarrhoea! Combined with the noise, it was a terrible night.

The next morning I still felt sick and very tired. Took a taxi to the publisher’s offices and found that the first of the school visits I had come to make was on that morning. Lucky I had brought my good clothes along to the offices. Over the three days, I made 7 visits to Secondary 1 – 2 science teachers in schools, all of whom except one were not using my science books. Wanted to get feedback about the books. Very interesting, and useful. School buildings in Singapore are very attractive and built to last; the government has spent quite a lot of money on them. They are much more attractive places than HK schools. 

Over the three days, I gradually felt better. Did not use the hotel pool or the gym though – not enough time, anyway. And in the evenings I worked on proof-reading material I had been given to check. One evening, the publishing manager brought me back to the hotel and we had dinner at a ‘Chinese’ restaurant there. Did not look like a Chinese restaurant. There were square tables laid out with plates and cutlery! And the food? Quite good, but so little. The ‘starter’ consisted of a piece of something about 1 inch long!! Looked rather lonely on the big plate, and, of course, it disappeared in one bite. Well, I thought, the main course would be better. It turned out to be one piece of fish about 4 inches in diameter with no vegetables or anything else. Luckily, this was followed by a bowl of rice! And it was expensive for the company, who was paying. Also, the same restaurant doubled as the breakfast restaurant. But they only offered a buffet breakfast. Most hotels also offer smaller set breakfasts. As I didn’t need to eat so much, I only went there once, eating at little places outside on the other mornings. Once, for an evening meal, I ordered a large bread roll. The person taking the order asked me what kind of bread I would like and rattled off about 6 kinds, none of which I knew of! Ended up having French bread. 

On one day, after returning to the offices after visiting schools, there happened to be a delegation of people from the Ministry of Education in Malaysia. The country will be switching from teaching in Malay to English in English, Science and Mathematics. They were visiting schools and publishers in Singapore in connection with this. Anyway, with no notice, I was asked to give a presentation to them on the science books I had written for Singapore. I also commented on the Brunei books and they were quite interested as the people in Brunei are also Malays and speak the same language. Well, it seems they were quite impressed with the session and there is talk of inviting me to Malaysia sometime to conduct some workshops. Also, 2 of the 3 books for Mauritius are nearly finished and they want the third completed by next March. I may go to Mauritius about May of next year.

Because of the books, I have had a lot of work to do. In the past few weeks, I have sometimes been working until 10 p.m., 11 p.m. and once or twice ‘till midnight. Rather tired. Things should be better when the revision of the HK Chemistry book is finished; this is taking much longer than I thought it would, mainly as the approach in the revised syllabus is quite different from the old one. 

While away, I did not watch, hear or read any news. It is surprising what can happen even in just a few days, without contact. Only a few things to write about related to HK. There was something of a riot at a construction site the other day. The police had raided the site and arrested about 50 (?) workers, people from China who had come to HK on 2-way permits and were working illegally. Not sure what started the riot, but a female PC drew her gun and pointed it at some of them! Also, the workers had not been paid for many months and were owed something like $10 million. However, the main contractor agreed to pay the money. The problem was not with them but with one (or more) of the many sub-contractors. Also, more restaurants have closed with people losing their jobs. Unemployment is still rising. There is even talk about HK’s economy collapsing – read this on the ‘plane from a Singapore newspaper. 

I think I mentioned that there is mould growing on the walls of the room here. The hotel was supposed to paint the walls while I was away but didn’t do so. They brought up a dehumidifier to try to make the room drier to prevent this problem. But it is so noisy I don’t have it on very much. 

Heard on the radio, and read on the Internet, that the All Blacks beat South Africa 41 – 20 at Wellington yesterday, following on from their win against Australia last week. If they continue like this, they might win the Tri-nations series. There is also a Rugby 7’s competition at the Commonwealth Games to be held in Manchester in the next few weeks. NZ won the gold when the sport was introduced at the last Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur. 

On returning to HK, there was an e-mail reply from the Chinese University Language Centre. As I had not got any reply from the e-mail to the director, I telephoned them and they told me the best person to contact. Well, he says there is no problem in registering with the VA but they do not know how to do this. They asked me to find out and let them know. Are you able to find out? The guy at the Centre said they had a US Veteran there about 15 years ago, so it seems that this does not happen very often. 

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you. Cheers.

Dad
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